NOTCH ABQVE NOTCH ABOVE
TOURS

TOURS

Theresa Mazza Tel: + 1 (802) - 881- 0661 x-3
Director of Educational Travel theresa@notchabovetours.com
Notch Above Tours https://www.notchabovetours.com/

iy o
QX ) ”

f,;_,

rrf A ey,
Ay

Spain - 10 Days/9Nights - Almeria, Granada & Cordoba

This 10-day cultural immersion in southern Spain offers students an unforgettable blend of
language, history, and authentic cultural experiences. Beginning in coastal Almeria and
continuing through the historic cities of Granada and Cérdoba, students explore Moorish
architecture, Andalusian traditions, and vibrant local culture before concluding in Malaga
on the Mediterranean. Highlights include the Alhambra, a Flamenco performance in
Sacromonte, Cérdoba’s Royal Stables equestrian show, and meaningful exchange
experiences with Spanish students—creating a journey that brings Spanish language and
history to life.



Trip Summary

Day 1
Depart

Day 2

iBienvenido a Espanial!

Day 2 - Transport to hotel

Check in at Exe Almeria Centro

Day 2 - May 31, Saturday - La Alcazaba Monument
7:30 PM Dinner at the Beach

Day 3
Beach day and Cabo de Gata-Nijar Natural Park - Cabo de Gata-Nijar Natural Park
7:30 PM Dinner with a Flamenco Show

Day 4
Exchange Program Visit - Civil War Shelters

Day 5
8:30 AM Depart for Granada
Check in at Hotel Sercotel Palacio de los Gamboa - Hotel Sercotel Palacio de los Gamboa

Walking around Granada

8:00 PM Restaurant Los Manueles Reyes Catdlicos
Day 6

11:30 AM Alhambra - The Alhambra
Albaicin

9:00 PM Sacromonte Caves Flamenco - Flamenco Performances, Sacromonte
Day 7

8:30 AM Departure for Cordoba

Check in at Hotel Mezquita - Mezquita

Exploration in Cérdoba

7:00 PM Mercado Victoria Dinner - Mercado Victoria | Mercado Gastronémico | Mercado Gourmet
Day 8
Day 8 - June 6, Friday
8:30 PM Equestrian show at the Royal Stables of Cérdoba - Cérdoba Ecuestre | Descubre la magia del arte ecuestre en las

Caballerizas Reales de Cérdoba. Espectaculos, tradicion e historia en un lugar unico.

Day 9
8:30 AM Depart for Malaga
Check in at ibis Malaga Centro Ciudad - ibis Malaga Centro Ciudad
Visit Malaga - Alcazaba, Picasso Museum, Calle Larios & Calle Nueva
7:00 PM Farewell "Paella" Dinner



Day 10
12:15 PM Day 10 - June 8, Sunday



Day 1

Day 2

Depart

Airport TBD determined by cost and convenience.

Burlington, Montreal and Boston are all options.

iBienvenido a Espania!

Day 2 - Transport to hotel
Upon arrival in Malaga, the group will board a private bus for the 2.5 hour drive to Almeria. Upon arrival, the group will
check into the hotel.

Check in at Exe Almeria Centro

Comfort and relaxation in the heart of Almeria, centrally located in Almeria, this urban hotel is approximately a quarter mile
from the sandy beach. On the rooftop terrace, you can enjoy the outdoor pool while taking in panoramic views of the city.

The Exe Almeria is the perfect place to begin and end your exploration thanks to its location, just steps from the Alcazaba
and the Cathedral.

Day 2 - May 31, Saturday
There will be a meeting with IES NS students, followed by an evening stroll through Almeria, where the IES NS students
will serve as guides. The day will conclude with dinner in a restaurant, exclusively for students.

Note: the student meeting with this school in Almeria was organized by the teacher leader of this particular trip. Notch
Above Tours does not currently have cooperating schools in Spain but is in the process of establishing relationships with
educational institutions in and around Madrid as well as in Salamanca.
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7:30 PM - Central European Time

Dinner at the Beach

The Buono Restaurant, located on the Paseo de Almeria, offers beautiful views of the Mediterranean Sea and a perfect
setting to enjoy Andalusian cuisine. In the evenings, the Paseo comes alive as Spanish families take their traditional stroll
along the Mediterranean, sharing laughter and conversation under the warm southern sky.

Beach day and Cabo de Gata-Nijar Natural Park

After breakfast meet with the IES NS students. This morning depart Almeria for a stop at the picturesque hilltop village of
Mojacar, known for its whitewashed houses, narrow cobbled streets, and sweeping views of the surrounding countryside.
After exploring the charming old town at your own pace, you may choose to visit San Jose fishing village or Mojacar
Playa, where you’ll have time for lunch on your own.*

In the afternoon explore Cabo de Gata-Nijar Natural Park, a stunning coastal reserve renowned for its dramatic volcanic
landscapes, hidden coves, and crystal-clear waters.

* Some beaches in the park are difficult to access, while others are much easier to reach. We will decide which to
visit, where to have lunch, once we know the time allotted for this activity.

= _ Cabo de Gata-Nijar Natural Park
Cabo de Gata, Nijar

7:30 PM - Central European Time
Dinner with a Flamenco Show



Day 4

Day 5

This evening, enjoy a private dinner and flamenco show at the La Guajira Art Center.

La Guajira - Flamenco

Exchange Program Visit

Start your day with a hearty breakfast at the hotel. Afterwards, take part in an engaging exchange program with students
from IES NS, offering a meaningful opportunity for cultural interaction. In the afternoon, explore Almeria’s rich history with
visits to the Civil War Museum, the Archaeological Museum, or the Alcazaba, one of the most impressive Moorish
fortresses in Spain. These visits offer a deep dive into the region's diverse cultural and historical heritage. Enjoy some free
time before having dinner on your own.

Archaeological Museum

Civil War Shelters
Refugios de la Guerra Civil Espafiola, plaza Manuel Pérez Garcia 1
+34 950 26 86 96

DEPARTURE 8:30 AM - Central European Time

Depart for Granada
After breakfast board your private coach for Granada.

Check in at Hotel Sercotel Palacio de los Gamboa
This first-class urban hotel is located in the center of Granada in a former two-story palace with 68 rooms arranged around
two beautiful courtyards. And all just a few minutes' walk from the heart of Granada.


https://laguajiradealmeria.com/
https://www.turismodealmeria.org/museos/en/museo/archaeological-museum/#:~:text=the%20Archaeological%20Museum)-,Museum%20of%20Almer%C3%ADa%20(Formerly%20the%20Archaeological%20Museum),times%20to%20the%20Muslim%20period.

Day 6

~ Plaza de Gamboa s/n, Granada, Spain

Walking around Granada

After some free time for lunch—perhaps with churros for dessert in Plaza Bib-Rambla, a lively square surrounded by cafés
and flower stalls, begin your exploration of this vibrant Andalusian city, known for its rich Moorish heritage and layered
history. The group will visit the Capilla Real, the Royal Chapel where the Catholic Monarchs Ferdinand and Isabella are

buried; the Granada Cathedral, a stunning example of Spanish Renaissance architecture; and the Palacio de la Madraza,
a former Islamic university that reflects the city's Islamic past and later Christian influence.

Afternoon visit of Los Bafios Arabes (El Baiiuelo), remarkably well-preserved 11th-century Arab baths that offer a glimpse
into daily life during the Moorish period.

Capilla Real
Cathedral
Palacio de Madraza

Los Banuelos
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8:00 PM - Central European Time
Restaurant Los Manueles Reyes Catodlicos

Near the Plaza Nueva, a space where tourists and locals gather not only for its central location but also for the magical
surroundings

11:30 AM - Central European Time
Alhambra


https://capillarealgranada.com/en/
https://www.lovegranada.com/monuments/cathedral/
https://www.andalucia.org/es/granada-turismo-cultural-palacio-de-la-madraza
https://www.alhambra-patronato.es/en/discover/andalusian-monuments/el-banuelo

Today, your group will explore one of Spain’s most iconic sites—the Alhambra. After breakfast, spend as much time as you
need wandering through this sprawling palace and fortress, which embodies the pinnacle of Moorish architecture in Spain.
The visit of the Palacios Nazaries is reserved but the remainder of the site can be visited at your leisure.

Following the Alhambra, you will have free time to explore and enjoy Granada at your own pace.

Alhambra, Granada
+34 958 918 029

Albaicin

This afternoon walk around the Albaicin area, one of Granada’s most atmospheric and historic neighborhoods, known for
its narrow, winding cobblestone streets, whitewashed houses, and stunning views of the Alhambra. Once the city's Moorish
quarter, it retains a distinct Islamic character with hidden courtyards, arched doorways, and remnants of medieval walls.
Walking through the Albaicin feels like stepping back in time, with every turn revealing a new vista, charming plaza, or
traditional carmen—a house with a garden enclosed by high walls. The Mirador de San Nicolas, a popular lookout point,
offers breathtaking panoramic views of the Alhambra against the backdrop of the Sierra Nevada mountains, especially
magical at sunset. The area is also dotted with small artisan shops, tea houses, and flamenco venues, making it a lively
part of any visit to Granada and a great place to find a local restaurant for dinner.

Dinner on your own.

9:00 PM - Central European Time

Sacromonte Caves Flamenco

After your dinner head to the Sacromonte Caves to be immersed in the rhythms of a flamenco show, a unique experience
that will transport you to the heart of Andalusian culture.

r ! Flamenco Performances
} Zambra Maria la Canastera, Camino del Sacromonte



« Sacromonte
Sacromonte, Granada

PICK-UP 8:30 AM - Central European Time

Departure for Cordoba
Board the 2 hour private coach drive from Granada to Cérdoba.

Check in at Hotel Mezquita

Its excellent location makes our hotel the best accommodation option, nestled in the heart of the historic center, opposite
one of the main gates of the Mosque-Cathedral, a World Heritage Site, and surrounded by the finest historical monuments,
a perfect spot for exploring on foot and getting lost in its corners steeped in history.

The hotel is a former 16th-century stately home, featuring significant historical details in its two Andalusian courtyards. In
the first courtyard, next to the reception area, are two columns originally from the Mosque-Cathedral, and in the second
courtyard, you can admire beautiful capitals from the ancient city of Madinat Al-Zahara.
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Calle Plaza Santa Catalina, 1, Cérdoba, Spain

Exploration in Cérdoba

This afternoon's visit of the city includes several key landmarks that highlight Cérdoba’s rich and diverse history. Begin with
a visit to the Archaeological Museum, home to an impressive collection of Roman, Visigothic, and Islamic artifacts that
trace the city’s ancient past. Continue to the Cérdoba Synagogue, one of the few remaining medieval synagogues in
Spain, offering a glimpse into the city’s once-thriving Jewish community.

Stroll through the Plaza de las Tendillas, a central square known for its elegant early 20th-century architecture and lively
atmosphere. Conclude with a stop at the Plaza de la Corredera, a vibrant and spacious square reminiscent of Madrid’s
Plaza Mayor, historically used for markets, bullfights, and public gatherings.

Cordoba
Archaeological Museum
Synagogue

Plaza de las Tendillas

Plaza de las Correderas


https://sevillecityguide.com/cordoba-spain.html?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiArby5BhCDARIsAIJvjITiqsEWQODhShpO71ivJ_3VbBzDS5hnZFjW8hDHWN80bPpjCj9__2YaAr3DEALw_wcB
https://www.spain.info/en/places-of-interest/cordoba-archaeological-museum/
https://www.mezquitadecordoba.org/monumentos/sinagoga.html?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiArby5BhCDARIsAIJvjIRDBL8A14yGBgcRRUIvBFPwWw4Bzv0Xp9tuFP_AmO49jRAQtoSbkf8aAqkREALw_wcB
https://www.turismodecordoba.org/plaza-de-las-tendillas
https://www.turismodecordoba.org/plaza-de-la-corredera2

